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         Here family… there family… 


                                       everywhere family, family!  


                  








Bringing the family together!





     Who said, “The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree”?  Whoever he was, he wasn’t talking about the Family Tree.  At least not mine!  We’ve been blessed with four wonderful children and four even more wonderful grandchildren.  Throw in our siblings, and we have family in Wisconsin, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas and Kentucky.  We live in Illinois.  You can imagine how wonderful it is, yet how rarely we get to see them... any of them. Yes, there’s email, and cell phones, and text messaging (whatever that is).  We even have a webcam (though we haven’t quite figured that out either).   


 


     Then it happened… spring break 2007.  Everyone had the same week off!  The mantra quickly became… “Let’s meet at G-ma and G-pa’s house!”  Our house is a modest abode of 1400 square feet, three bedrooms, 1¾ baths, and includes my office!  It is quite comfortable and sufficient for my husband and me, and the occasional guest family.  But that week… there were 14 of us (and two dogs)!  Of course, God has a great sense of humor, so it rained every day, meaning the kids couldn’t play outside.  We had to take them to the mall just to run around!





     Between the cooking and cleaning, the fighting over watching the TV or playing video games on the TV, and being quiet so the baby can sleep, it wasn’t long before we were once again our normal, all-be-it dysfunctional family… together again!  It was fun watching them negotiate who got a bed, who got a blow-up mattress, who got a couch and who got the floor!





     Then… more good news!  We learned that in 2008 everyone had Fall Break at the same time!  G-ma quickly became “your friendly travel agent” and figured it up.  For less than the cost of their transportation here and back, the food consumption (oh my goodness, the food consumption), and entertaining them all, we could meet for a short cruise vacation!  Everyone gets a bed…  Gourmet dining... Childcare… Entertainment selections all day… Exotic places… and chocolate on your pillow at night!  It was a no-brainer! 


�     For their Christmas gifts, we paid each of their deposits.  For our Christmas gifts, we told them to NOT buy us anything, just put that money toward their cruise and being with them would be the greatest present ever for us!  It soon became our children, grandchildren, siblings, in-laws, friends and their friends!  We weren’t even off the ship before everyone wanted to know which cruise we were taking in 2009!  It’s the October 12 cruise… (with the Johnson Family)!  I’d love for you and your family to join us!  Or call and let me bring your family together on a cruise or all-inclusive vacation.  It’s another way I’m working hard to make your relaxing easy!





                  PS…. now we’re working on a pre-Christmas cruise for 2010!














THE REAL DEAL





Prices are quoted in US dollars and include cruise, port charges, taxes, fees, pre-paid gratuities, and are per person / double occupancy.  Cabins are capacity controlled, so call early to book your cabin at the best price.





Call or email me today about options for travel insurance, air transportation, pre-night and/or post-night hotel stays, city tours, car rentals, transfers, parking, and more!  When available, I can even help you book and pre-pay your shore excursions. 











SOME GREAT CRUISE DEALS





October 12, 2009


   5-Day Bahamas Cruise


     (with the Johnson Family)


   Sailing from Jacksonville, Florida


   Aboard Carnival Fun Ship


          FASCINATION


   Interior starting under $370


   Oceanview starting under $415





SPRING BREAK 2010


April 4, 2010


   6-Day Western Caribbean Cruise


   Sailing from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida


   Aboard Carnival Fun Ship


          FREEDOM


   Interior starting under $645


   Oceanview starting under $745


   Balcony starting under $875





CHRISTMAS 2010


December 11, 2010


   7-Day Exotic W. Caribbean Cruise


   Sailing from Port Canaveral, Florida


   Aboard Carnival’s Newest Fun Ship


          DREAM


   Interior starting under $630


   

















